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Poetry. 

APEAYEB. 
The way is long and dreary, 

The path is bleak and bare, 
Our feet our worn and weary, 

But we will not despair; 
More heavy was thy burden, 

More desolate thy way; 
O Lamb of God, who takest 

The sin of the world away, 
Have mercy on us. 

The snow lies thick around us 
In the dark and gloomy night, 

And the tempest wails above us. 
And the stars have hid their light 

But blacker was the darkness 
Round Calvary's cross that day; 

O Lamb of God, who takest 
The sin of the world away, 

Have mercy on us. 

Our hearts are faint with sorrow, 
Heavy and hard to bear; 

For we dread the bitter morrow, 
But we will not despair; 

Thou knowest all our anguish, 
And thou wilt bid it cease; 

O Lamb of God, who takest 
The sin of the world away, 

Grant us thy peace. 

Contributions. 

THE MISSION OF THE HOLY SPIEIT. 
^•l^^K C. CASSEI.. 

In a recenWfcii le in the KVANCEI.ISI 

ther^^WmJ^ two sentences, or rather 
this one compound sentence : "The 
Holy Spirit dwells in the whole body of 
Christ. So he also dwells in each individ- 
ual believer." I believe this statement 
to be dangerously misleading without some 
qualification, hence I will offer some ob- 
servations upon it. 

The author does not say whit he means 
by "the whole body of Christ." If he 
refers to the whole nominal or visible 
church, I believe that his views are en- 
tirely at variance with the truth ; if he re- 
fers only to the blood washed, sanctified 
part of the nominal church, his statement 
is true as far as the indwelling of the spir- 
it is concerned, but that does not com- 
prehend the baptism or special gifts of the 
spirit which is a distinct, and special 
manifestation of divine grace, as a prep 
aration for service, wPich is not given 
even to every true belie»er, but only to 
such as will faithfully use it to "profit 
withal."    I Cor. 12:7. 

That every true believer' 
indwelling of the spirit is so unmistak; 
ly asserted by Paul in Romans 8 : 9, tfiat 
I will not waste space to further prov^dt, 
but not every church member, or nominal 
believer has that indwelling, though they 
have once been regenerated. Regenera- 
tion, or a new birth is not a baptism of 
the spirit, not even the reception of the 
spirit in a particular sense, but it is the 

bringing .forth of a new creature born of 
water and of the spirit. John 3:5. The 
Holy ('.host is not new, but co-eternal with 
God. In the natural or physical world a 
new creature (or birth) is neitheTone nor 
the other of its progenitors, but it is a 
separate, distinct entity, which may live 
or may die, which may or may not par- 
take of all of the characteristics of its pro- 
genitors, only as it imbibes them by asso- 
ciation and volition ; by observation and 
experience we learn that it is the same in 
the spiritual realm. How many are there 
who were once regenerated that are now 
(figuratively speaking) dead, utterly igno- 
rant of the fact that there be a Holy 
Ghost ? The Scriptures also verify this 
fact. In Matt. 22 : 14, we learn that 
"many are called, but few chosen." In 
Matt. 7:21, the Savior says, "Not every 
one that saith Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, but he thatdoeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven." 
Many are called to repentance through 
human agencies, are baptized into the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost, and are thus no doubt 
regenerated for the time being, but for 
want of the true milk of the word are left 
to die again, others fail to do the will of 
the Father, when the actual tests of life 
come upon them, and thus die, just as the 
physical man does that disregards the 
laws of health ; hence it is that the world 
is full of backsliders, and the churches 
full of formal, lifeless professors. To 
lead the latter class to believe that they 
have all of the baptism of the spirit that 
is obtainable, or that they have any of it 
at all, is to my mind' 'dangerous by mislead- 
ing" doctrines. Preachers and teachers 
should beware as to how they handle the 
question of the baptism of the spirit and 
not mislead professors to believe that faith 
in the atoning merits of Christ is an evi- 
dence of the baptism of the Holy Ghost 
as it was taught by Christ and understood 
by the apostle. 

The apostles had fait A in Christ before 
the day of Pentecost, but they had not re- 
ceived the baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
In Acts 8 : 14-17, we have the following 
statement: "Now when the apostles which 
were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the word of God, they sent unto 
them Peter and John, who, when they 
were come down, prayed for^hem that 
might receive the Holy Ghost ; (forasyet 
it was fallen upon none of them ; only 
they were baptised in the name of 
Lord Jg0lfS^"theWRl| diey their ha 

l*npon them and they received t 
Ghost." These Samaritans were be, 
they were baptized, they were church mem- 
bers, but they had not received the Jiap- 
tism of the Holy   Ghost.    Again in Acts 

19, we learn that there were believers at 
Ephesus that had not even heard that 
there was a Holy Ghost : this is proof 
positive that there may be saving faith 
without the baptism of the spirit, or that 
all believers have not received the gift of 
the spirit. Concerning the Laodicean 
church the spirit told the revelator that 
because they were luke warm they would 
be spewed out." Because thou sayest, I 
am rich, and increased with goods, and 
have need of nothing : and knowest not 
that thou art wretched, and miserable,and 
poor, and blind and naked?" Rev.«3:i7. 
Surely the Laodiceans were not baptized 
with the Holy Ghost or else their condi- 
tion would not have been so deplorable; 
as wherever we may read of the spirit we 
also learn of power, zeal, and aggression; 
yet they were one of the seven churches of 
Asia, believers in Christ. 

The condition of the Laodicean church 
is but the condition of a very large part 
of the popular church to-day ;to teach that 
these luke warm believers have received all 
the baptism of the spirit that is possible to 
receive, or that they have the spirit of 
Christ dwelling in them at all, is a doc- 
trine so fraught with terrible consequen- 
ces, that sincere, honest men should 
shrink with horror from teaching it. Con- 
cerning these same Laodiceans the spirit 
says, "As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten: be zealous therefore and repent. 
Behold I stand at the door and knock : if 
any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and I will sup 
with him, and he with me."    Rev. 3 =49, 
20. From this text we learn that the spir- 
it was not in the hearts of those people, 
but promised to come in upon certain con- 
ditions. 

"The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, 
peace, long suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness and temperance." 
Gal. 5 : 22 : 23. Where these character- 
istics are lacking, the spirit itself must be 
absent, and they that are lacking to a 
lamentable degree in the lives of many 
professed believers is a fact so well known 
and so'generally acknowledged by all earn- 
est, self-sacrificing Christians, that it is not 
necessary for me to particularize upon this 
point ;to tell such that they have the spirit 
of God dwelling in them is but to strength- 
en the chain that drags them to ruin. 

It is the mission of the spirit to^ teach 
us all things, and bring all things to our 
remembrance. John 14 : 26, he shall 

'fy of Christ, John 15 : 26, he shall 
le us to witness for^Christ, Actfl^: 8, 
all bestow special ^■tsfor. sew.ie]^ I 

where all thesfluMMihs' ofjWijI 
spirit affc^wanting or Jacking, the sprat 
himself cannot be abiding." The spirit 
of God does NOT dwell in each individual 
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